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Minutes of the Work Session of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco held on Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 6:05 pm in the Conference Room, Village 

Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

      Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney  

 

 Mayor Cindrich opened the work session at 6:05pm. 

 

 A motion is made by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee Grunthal to enter into 

an executive session to discuss "matters leading to the appointment of a particular person 

or corporation."   

    Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber  - aye 

 

A motion is made by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee Grunthal to come out 

of executive session.   

    Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber  - aye 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 8:00 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board 

Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee Karen Schleimer  

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

Absent:   Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 Prior to the start of the Village Board Meeting the Mayor and Board of Trustees held 

an informal interview with Ms. Heather Kornreich regarding her interest in serving on the 

Architectural Review Board.   

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment of 

silence, so that we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions 

that we make here this evening so that they may benefit all of the people of our 

community.  He also asked that we keep in our thoughts and prayers a member of the 

Planning Board and Vice Chairman who passed away recently Tony Sturniolo.  He made a 

difference and an impact on this community and he will be missed.  He also asked that we 

keep in our thoughts and prayers the 13 year old young lady Shamoya McKenzie who was 

recently shot and killed in the City of Mount Vernon.  It is a tragedy beyond belief.  The 

Mayor of Mount Vernon is a friend of Mount Kisco and I think our community deserves to 

have Mount Vernon in our prayers.   

 

Recognition of Small Business Owner Eugene Gilyard (38) Years 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that it was his honor this evening to recognize a business 

man, and an entrepreneur, who operated a small business in the Village of Mount Kisco for 

38 years.  Eugene Gilyard was educated in South Carolina, relocated to the Mount Kisco 

area in 1965, and together with his late wife Bertha they raised three (3) children.  He 

operated Mr. “G’s” hair fashion salon for 38 years.  He started the business when Jimmy 

Carter was President.  Mortgage interest rates were approaching 20% and Mount Kisco was 

experiencing growing pains because we were a newly formed Town/Village.   
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Mayor Cindrich presented Mr. Eugene Gilyard with a plaque of appreciation thanking 

Mr. Gilyard for investing and for spending so many years in our community.   

 

Swearing in of newly elected Library Board of Trustees 

 Mayor Cindrich administered the Oaths of office to the newly elected Library Board of 

Trustees: 

Carl Banks 

Dennis Gochuico 

Karine Patino 

C. Jane Pendergast 

Perry Wootten 

 

1) Communications:  

a. Letter of interest from Christienne M. Genaro re: Board Vacancies. 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to schedule an informal interview with Christienne Genaro for Tuesday, January 

17, 2017 at 7:30 pm regarding her interest in volunteering on the Economic Development 

Council, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

A. Announcement of new DPW Employee Leon Suiter. 

Village Manager Brancati announced the appointment of Leon Suiter to the position 

of Laborer with the Department of Public Works.  We are happy to have Leon on board and 

he is working out very well. 

 

B. Announced the New York State Association of Towns Annual Meeting.   

 Village Manager Brancati announced that the New York State Association of Towns 

will be holding their Annual Meeting and Training School February 19 - 22, 2017 in New 

York City.  The Village will need to designate a voting delegate from the municipality no 

later than February 6th. 

 

5) Board Reports: 

Trustee Schleimer had no report. 

 

Trustee Grunthal had no report. 

 

Trustee Farber welcomed everyone to 2017.  I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and 

very healthy New Year’s celebration.  Congratulations to all of the Library Board members, 

we appreciate your service.  I would also like to publically give my condolences to the family 

of Tony Sturniolo who served this community so well and has given so many countless 

hours, particularly to the Planning Board where he served for years as its Vice Chairman, 

the Italian American Club and many other organizations.  Our best to his wife Patti and his 

whole family. 

The Mount Kisco Arts Council held its final Friday night hang out for 2016 on 

December 30th.  Andy Cascisto was on the guitar and there was food and beverages to toast 

the New Year at the Pop-Up Gallery.  We have been so blessed and so excited about all the 

success that these cool evenings have brought us.  Our last and closing event at this 

location will be held on Friday night, January 13, 2017 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  So many 

people stop-by and are now very interested in supporting the arts; it’s very gratifying.  The 

Board members had a meeting this morning and we are now working on developing our 

next art show, our theme, and also where we are going to be popping up, perhaps some 

place on Main Street.  Right now we are building a new website, MountKiscoArtsCouncil.org.  

Thank you Patti Kiernan for your amazing dedication to create this site.  The Council is 

planning many things including an art camp for kids during the summer, group trips for 

adults to New York City museums, trips for the seniors to the Katonah Museum of Art, 

holiday sales shows and so much more.  Stay tuned for updates.   

Trustee Farber reported that she was at Leonard Park New Year’s morning joining 

the 2nd Annual First Footing Family Run/Walk.  It was a perfect morning for a run/walk in 

the park and a great way to start the New Year.  Thank you Lisa Abzun and the Mount Kisco 

Recreation Department for a great event.  At the end of the race the Tea House was open 

with a warm fire and there was coffee, coco, cookies and donuts to warm us up.  The Tea 
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House looks great after the recent fire incident, thank you Ed for making that happen.  

Remember that the Tea House will be open to warm you up when the ice freezes over for 

ice skating on Wallace Pond.  Watch for the notices when ice skating is allowed from the 

Recreation Department. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus reported that the Finance Committee will be meeting on 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017.  We will be continuing with the issue of fund balances and 

capital expenditures relative to the Water Department.  We will be reporting on the General 

Fund Balance Report at the next Village Board Meeting.  We will be having a meeting on 

Thursday, January 05, 2017 at 7:30 pm regarding parking issues on Grove Street and the 

surrounding streets.  Residents that live on those streets and have issues or concerns are 

encouraged to attend the meeting.   

 

Mayor Cindrich stated that the Grove Street residents have expressed concerns 

about residential parking and the interlopers that are parking on Grove Street from 

commercial businesses.  There are also other streets in the surrounding area that are also 

effected and it needs to be discussed.   

I want to thank everybody that attended the Menorah Lighting.  I received a very 

nice letter from Bet Torah and the Hebrew Congregation.  For those that do celebrate 

Chanukah, I hope you enjoyed your day and the same goes to those who celebrated 

Christmas.  I also hope that everyone enjoyed New Year’s Day. 

I had the opportunity to eulogize Anthony Dennis Sturniolo at a gathering after his 

funeral.  My wife Linda read a poem that she wrote back in 2005 when he was named “Man 

of the Year” by the Italian American Club.  It was a very moving ceremony and Tony will be 

missed.  His health condition weighed heavily in my decision to stay with the seven (7) 

member Planning Board.  Because I felt even though Tony was ill and he did have a long 

road to recovery, I thought and my fellow Board members agreed with me, we were morally 

obligated to keep seven (7) members to build his spirits and to keep him on the Planning 

Board.  Tony will be missed and he served the Village well. 

Mayor Cindrich read a letter he received from Peg Breen regarding the downtown 

and the empty stores and parking tickets.   

Some of the sentiments that are echoed in this letter were echoed by the residents 

and shoppers while I was visiting the downtown during Christmas week.  It is a depressing 

site and one thing that I have been advocating and I don’t have the support, is to establish 

a Business Improvement District.  I want business owners to take ownership for what’s 

going on in the Village and maybe that will get their attention.  I am willing to devote funds 

to the improvement of the downtown, but I think the property owners have to participate.  I 

am going to be urging the Village Board and the Economic Development Council to support 

me in that endeavor.  The Village shares some of the blame.  The Borders Building should 

have been occupied fully, in my opinion by Modell’s who purchased the building.  

Unfortunately, when you look at the corner of Green Street and Main Street you don’t see 

Modell’s, you see an empty space and that is harming the Village.  We are going to have to 

find some way to encourage people to use our parking lots.  Maybe soften the enforcement, 

or offer free parking during certain hours.  Trustee Farber is on the right track with the Arts 

Council trying to attract more people into the downtown.  The downtown has to change and 

I’m asking residents for their input.  Most other communities that are thriving are being 

built out, they are attracting residential uses to the downtown.  I’m talking about trans-

orientated development that I’ve been working on for a couple of years now in the South 

Moger Lot and the North Moger Lot.  By putting that type of housing in it would be for 

people that would like to live in Manhattan, can’t afford to live there, but are willing to 

sacrifice an hour in the morning and evening to have urban living in a unique downtown 

area.  I’d like to know what the feeling is from the public.  Do you want the parking lots to 

remain as two (2) vast parking areas? Or would you rather see something else there?  

Because if the Village doesn’t want this, we need to come up with some other ideas.  We 

want to invigorate the downtown and it is going to take some work and it’s one of my goals 

for 2017. 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated that he agreed with the Mayor and that’s why it is so 

important to move the Master Plan/Comprehensive update process along.   

Village Manager Brancati suggested running a similar track for a feasibility and 

planning study of the downtown, particularly the North and South Moger Parking Lot.  

Because the update to the Master Plan is a 12 to 18 month process.  It would be beneficial 

to have the feasibility study for the lots run on a parallel track at the same time. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that if we don’t infuse more people into the downtown he 

didn’t see growth happening.   

Village Attorney Singleton stated that some of the rents on South Moger Avenue that 

are being realized by landlords along the strip are 3 to 4 times more expensive than other 

communities are realizing.   

Village Manager Brancati stated that some people would like to ascribe some of that 

to the Village, but as the Board knows the Village has stayed under the tax cap over the last 

few years.  The Board has been fiscally prudent and conservative and the budget is not out 
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of control.  It is not necessarily the Village’s fault, you have certain property owners that are 

just choosing to put a little more money in their pockets than others.   

Trustee Farber stated that you also need to throw into the mix that the nature of 

retail shopping is changing, so that’s another huge issue that needs to be addressed.  

Maybe the Economic Development Committee could come up with other kinds of 

alternatives to revive the town because people are buying on line.   

Village Attorney Singleton stated that from his own observation the towns that seem 

to be surviving are the ones that have made accommodations for restaurants and service 

type industries, things that you can’t get on the internet.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that we need a healthy mix.  I’m not advocating free parking 

in the municipal lots, but we need to come up with something to make it more user friendly.  

I’m looking forward to sitting down with the new members of the Economic Development 

Council and hopefully we can bring some of the landlords to the table. 

 

6) Old Business: None. 

 

7) New Business:   

 A. Appointment of Heather Kornreich to the Architectural Review Board. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee 

Farber to appoint Heather Kornreich to the ARB for a three (3) year term to expire on 

December 7, 2020; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated 12/15/2016 for the months of 

November and December, 2016 with the exception of the bills for McCarthy Finger as 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to review the invoices before payment was issued, all in favor. 

General Fund      $    145,145.42 

Water Fund             17,905.29 

  Sewer Fund               4,150.69 

  Library Fund               9,721.67 

  Capital Fund             26,745.04 

Trust Fund               5,572.50 

    TOTAL   $     209,240.61 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes of December 19, 2016 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Farber approving the minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes of December 19, 

2016, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Absent from Meeting 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

10) Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11) Public Comment:  None. 

 

Meeting closed at 9:15 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Edward W. Brancati 

      Village Manager 


